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Social Security has lost more than 5,000 

front-line workers to budget cuts. And Repub-
licans in Congress blocked hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars that the Budget Control Act au-
thorized for SSA’s most cost-effective methods 
of preventing waste, fraud and abuse. 

Today, we are reintroducing the Social Se-
curity Fraud and Error Prevention Act, which 
would provide SSA with guaranteed funding 
for its most effective strategies to prevent 
fraud and errors. The bill will also provide ad-
ditional resources to recoup benefits that 
shouldn’t have been paid, along with pen-
alties, if the payments were the result of fraud. 

Our measure would demand something in 
exchange for the guaranteed money: complete 
transparency and accountability. Social Secu-
rity could only use the dedicated funds for the 
most important and effective strategies. SSA 
would have to report annually to Congress 
how much was spent and what savings their 
efforts generated for Social Security’s trust 
funds. And the new funds would only be avail-
able for additional fraud and error fighting—not 
to replace what SSA is already spending out 
of its regular budget. 

Our bill isn’t the complete answer to pro-
tecting Social Security’s trust fund. As we con-
sulted Social Security employees, managers, 
experts, and beneficiary advocates, they all 
told us the same thing: the best defense 
against fraud and errors is a well-staffed, well- 
trained SSA. And for that to happen, Repub-
licans in Congress have to agree to fund 
SSA’s overall budget. 

But providing guaranteed funding to fight 
fraud will at least spare SSA from having to 
choose between preventing fraud and proc-
essing applications so that Americans receive 
the benefits they earned on time and in full. 

I hope we can work together in a bipartisan 
way to enact this bill and protect Social Secu-
rity. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
SCOTT JOHNSON TO THE TENTH 
DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to extend my sincere appre-
ciation to a dedicated staffer in the office of 
the Tenth Congressional District of Florida. 
Scott Johnson will soon be moving on to new 
opportunities at the House Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Scott has done a wonderful job serving the 
people of Florida’s Tenth District since he 
joined my staff in October 2013. As the face 
of my DC front office, he has welcomed visi-
tors to my office and to the People’s House, 
and demonstrated the responsiveness to the 
needs and concerns of the people of Florida’s 
Tenth District that this institution was formu-
lated to reflect. Scott is enthusiastic, hard-
working, and dedicated to service. He has 
been a valuable asset to the people of Florida. 

While I am sad to see Scott leave, I am 
grateful for his service. He will be truly missed 
in the office. I wish him success and fulfillment 
in his new position, knowing that his character 
and talents will assure him both, in this and 
any new adventure he chooses. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama 
took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,428,120,668.55. We’ve 
added $7,525,551,071,755.47 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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MIRIAM GALVAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Miriam Galvan 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Miriam Galvan 
is a 12th grader at Wheat Ridge High School 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Miriam 
Galvan is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Mir-
iam Galvan for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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HONORING SPENCER COLE 
GOULDSMITH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Spencer Cole 
Gouldsmith. Spencer is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
264, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Spencer has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Spencer has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Spencer has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Spencer Cole Gouldsmith for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

HONORING DR. KENNETH DOBBINS 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and thank Dr. Kenneth Dobbins 
for his significant contributions to Missouri’s 
higher education system over the past two 
decades. After a distinguished fifteen year ten-
ure, Dr. Dobbins has announced his plans to 
retire from his position as the president of 
Southeast Missouri State University at the end 
of this year’s spring semester. His leadership 
will be difficult to replace and will undoubtedly 
be missed. 

During his tenure as president of Southeast 
Missouri State University, the university and its 
programs were nationally recognized by pres-
tigious publications such as U.S. News and 
the Princeton Review. SMSU increased ac-
cess to higher education for many Missou-
rians, and enrollment increased steadily each 
year under Dr. Dobbins’ leadership. In 1994, 
only about 7,900 students attended SMSU. 
But, as a result of his continued guidance, en-
rollment for the fall semester of 2014 has in-
creased to 12,087 students. 

This gradual increase in enrollment is attrib-
uted to Dr. Dobbins’ goal of making Southeast 
Missouri State University’s enrollment rep-
resentative of diversity of the state of Missouri. 
Moreover, throughout Dr. Dobbins’ tenure ac-
cess to higher education increased dramati-
cally with record enrollments in the SMSU’s 
25-county service region as a result of re-
gional campuses in Sikeston and Kennett 
serving place-bound students in and near 
those rural communities. 

Dr. Dobbins also served a two-year term as 
president of the Missouri Council on Public 
Higher Education, which is the organization for 
presidents and chancellors of Missouri’s public 
colleges and universities. In addition, in 2007 
he was selected to serve a three-year term on 
the American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities Board of Directors, an organi-
zation which represents over 420 U.S. public 
college and university presidents, which 
equates to 56 percent of the enrollment at all 
public four-year institutions. 

I am extremely proud of all that Dr. Dobbins 
has done for Missouri’s higher education sys-
tem. It is my honor to recognize him before 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present for roll call votes # 113, 114, 115, 
116, 117, and 118 because I was attending 
the funeral of community leader and former 
United Auto Workers vice president General 
Holiefield in Detroit. Had I been present, I 
would have voted AYE on roll call votes 
# 113, 114, 115, and 118 and NAY on roll call 
#116 and #117. 
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